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A magazine for children and young people to encourage an interest in the Bible.

CREATURE FEATURE
This baby has the
coldest home on
earth.
Find out more on
pages 15 & 16
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The Tender Grape ~ December 2025 ~ Number 853
Please see page 9 for contact details.

The Favoured Servant
1 Chronicles 2 v 34 & 35

What does it mean to be ‘favoured’? It is a similar word to
favourite. If something is your favourite toy, you love it and look
after it.

In the Old Testament, God chose Abraham
and his family (the Jews) as a ‘favoured’
people. We read in Psalm 44 how God gave
them the promised land because God ‘had
favour unto them.’ When the temple was
built only the Jews were allowed into the
inner court. The greatest favour God showed
to the Jews was that a Saviour would be
born. The Jews were very careful to record
their family line to prove they were descended from Abraham.

The Bible has some long lists of family trees. In the middle of one of
these long lists we read: “Now Sheshan had no sons, but daughters.”

Sheshan was a Jew, but he had no male heir to carry
on the Jewish family line. So Sheshan gave his
daughter to marry Jarha, his Egyptian servant. Jarha
joined this favoured Jewish family.

Why was Jarha, an Egyptian servant, chosen to
marry Sheshan’s daughter? Well, sadly we are not
told. However, reading the passage it seems it was
all in God’s plan. Perhaps Jarha had come to believe
in God and this was why Sheshan believed Jarha was
a good choice for his daughter to marry, despite
being a servant. God blessed that marriage and they
had a son called Attai – which means ‘at the right
time’ or ‘in God’s time.’

Servants in the Bible
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3

In God’s time a male heir
was provided and the
family line continued. Read
1 Chronicles 2v31 and you
see the family line goes
from Sheshan to Ahlai
(likely another spelling for
Attai).

It reminds us of Boaz and
Ruth. Ruth was a girl from
Moab, but she had turned her back on the idols of her own country
and come to worship the true God of Israel. Boaz was kind to Ruth
and said, “It hath fully been shewed me,...how thou hast left thy
father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come
unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore.” Later Boaz
married Ruth - for despite her being poor and a foreigner, she was
a good choice for him to marry because of her faith in the God of
Israel. These examples remind us that it is not important if we are
born rich or poor, Moabite, Egyptian or Israelite. What matters is
whether we, like Ruth, have turned our backs on sin and have
come to join ourselves to God’s people to serve Him. Jarha was
favoured to join a Jewish family. All Christians, through Christ,
become part of God’s favoured people. Are you one of God’s
favoured people?

We can pray these words found in Psalm 106:

(Decode the verse, B=A, C=B, D=C etc, and see if you can find it in
the Psalm)

S f n f n c f s  n f ,  P  M P S E ,  x j u i  u i f  g b w p v s

u i b u  u i p v  c f b s f t u  v o u p  u i z  q f p q m f :

P  w j t j u  n f  x j u i  u i z  t b m w b u j p o .

(Psalm 106v___)
Puzzle answer on page 11.
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4

David lived in Ziklag for sixteen months. One day, while David and
his men had been away, the Amalekites had stolen all their possessions
and taken the women and children captive. However, God promised
David that he would recover all and he did. They all settled back down
to life in Ziklag but just three days later their lives were again turned
upside down.
An Amalekite man arrived with his clothes rent and earth on his head.
He went towards David and fell down in respect before him. He then
told David how that he had come from the battlefield where the
Philistines had been fighting the Israelites. He told David that both Saul
and his son Jonathan were dead. David wanted to know how the man
knew and the man then admitted that he had found Saul wounded, and
at Saul’s own request he had killed Saul. The Amalekite had brought
Saul’s crown and bracelet for David.
The Amalekite expected David to be pleased with him but David was
angry with the young man for killing the one whom God had anointed
King of Israel. David ordered for the Amalekite to be killed and then
tore his clothes in mourning over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan.
Soon after this David was made king - first in Judah and then seven
years and six months later over all Israel and Judah. David’s days of
being hunted by Saul were now over.
David had been hunted by Saul for many years. In Israel, men aged
twenty years old and upward were considered to be able to go to war
(Numbers 1v3) so David may have been about twenty when Saul set
him over the men of war (1 Samuel 18v5). It would seem that Saul
turned against David very quickly. David was thirty years old when he
became king and therefore it is possible that David had been hunted by
Saul for about 10 years. During this time there were some who helped
David and others who betrayed him. Most of all David knew:
_ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ Psalm 54v4.

David’s life as a hunted man
Part 12 - Saul dies and David becomes king 2 Samuel 1

Puzzle answers on page 11.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

PL
EA

SE
 D

O N
OT 

RE
PR

ODU
CE



5

Read through David’s story below, trace his journey on the map and
join up the numbers as you go.
1. Where he killed
Goliath.
2. Michal helped
David escape.
3. David stayed with
Samuel.
4. Jonathan shot his
arrows as a sign that
David needed to go and
hide.
5. At Nob Abimelech
gave David and his
men some food. Doeg
told Saul about this.
6 & 7. David went to Gath and then later hid in Cave Adullam.
8 & 9. David took his parents to Moab but Gad the prophet told him
that he must return to Judah so he went to the forest of Hareth.
10. David helped the Keilahites but was warned by Abiathar that
they would betray him.
11 & 12. David went to Ziph but then fled to Maon because the
Ziphites betrayed him.
13. David & his 600 men ended up in the same cave as Saul.
14. Nabal refused to share his feast with David and his men but
Abigail brought them some food.
15 The Ziphites again betrayed David. Abishai went with David to
remove Saul’s spear and jug from his camp.
16. Achish* gave Ziklag to David to live in. An Egyptian slave
helped David when his things were stolen. (*Achish helped David
although the Philistines caused him problems.)

Now go to page 17 where you will need all the words in bold for a
puzzle for you to complete.

1. 
Va
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lah

6. Gath
7. Adullam

9. Forestof Hareth

Bethlehem

Beersheba

D
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a

8. Mizpah
of Moab

3. Ramah

2 .Gibeah

4. The stone Ezel

5. Nob

10. Hebron
11 & 15. Ziph12. Maon
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14. Carmel
16. Ziklag
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THE KING IS RISENTHE KING IS RISENTHE KING IS RISENTHE KING IS RISEN
The Gospel of Matthew

?Colour the picture
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7Puzzle answers on page 11.
Are you under nine years old, have you tried the Bible Search questions on page 9?

Soldiers were on guard outside the tomb of Jesus.
They were there to stop anyone opening the tomb.
Early in the morning there was a great earthquake.

An angel came down and rolled back the stone.
His face was like lightning as he sat on it.

His clothes shone white like the snow.
The soldiers began to shake with fear.

They were like dead men, they could not move.
Some women came to see the tomb.

The angel spoke to them but not to the soldiers.
He told the women that Jesus was alive.

The happy women hurried back to the town.
On the way they met Jesus and they worshipped Him.

The soldiers went to the chief priests.
The chief priests said, “Say that you were asleep.

His disciples came and stole the body in the night.”
The soldiers were paid a lot of money to tell this lie.

The soldiers were enemies of the Lord Jesus.
They saw a miracle and lied about it.

The women were friends of the Lord Jesus.
They saw the miracle and knew that Jesus was alive.

Matthew 28v1-15

1. Who rolled back the stone?  ______________
2. Who were shaking with fear? ______________
3. Who saw Jesus alive again?  ______________M
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8

TEXT TO COLOUR - Here is the next verse in our series of Bible verses
on the theme of shepherds.

The LORD is myThe LORD is my
shepherd;...shepherd;...
though I walkthough I walk
through thethrough the
valley of thevalley of the
shadow of death,shadow of death,

I willI will
fearfear
nono
evil.evil.
Psalm 23
v 1 & 4
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Name ________________________________________________ Age ____

Address _______________________________________________ Postcode _________

Set A: Suggested age limit your 9th birthday. A853

BIBLE SEARCH TIME
Complete set A, B or C and send in your answers to
the address below. Replies received by the end of
December will be acknowledged in February’s T.G.
Send in 12 months of answers and you will be
awarded a prize.
TG
Mrs L Hoadley
9 Burnham Close
Knaphill
Woking
GU21 2AF
Email: TheTenderGrape@gmail.com
Even if you miss the deadline it will still count towards your
prize. We are also happy to receive more than one month at
a time to save on postage. We prefer to be sent your
original answers but will accept scanned copies by email.
Names, addresses and ages provided on the Bible Search
entries will only be used to compile the list of replies and
prize-winners published each month in the magazine.

Scripture quotations are from The
Authorized (King James) Version.
Rights in the Authorized Version in the
United Kingdom are vested in the
Crown. Reproduced by permission of
the Crown’s patentee, Cambridge
University Press.

The Gospel of Matthew - THE KING IS RISEN

T.G. Subscriptions
A year’s subscription to
a UK address is £18.00
(including postage).
Please make cheques
payable to The Tender
Grape and send to the
address on the left. For
payments by bank
transfer (preferred),
larger quantities, change
of address or for any
other matters please
contact the address/email
on the left.

9

Read the story on page 7 and choose the correct word to fill in the gaps.
lied    tomb    angel    chief    women    Jesus    asleep    white

1. Soldiers were on guard outside the _ _ _ _ of Jesus.
2. An _ _ _ _ _ came down and rolled back the stone.
3. His clothes shone _ _ _ _ _ like the snow.
4. He told the women that _ _ _ _ _ was alive.
5. The soldiers went to the _ _ _ _ _ priests.
6. “Say that you were _ _ _ _ _ _.”
7. The soldiers saw a miracle and _ _ _ _ about it.
8. The _ _ _ _ _ were friends of the Lord Jesus.
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Set C: Open to any age. C853

Set B: Age limit your 12th birthday. B853

We have chosen some ‘snow’ verses for you to find and fill in the missing words.
1. Job 38v22 Hast thou entered into the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of the snow?
2. Psalm 148v8 Fire, and _ _ _ _; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling

his _ _ _ _.
3. Proverbs 26v1 As snow in summer, and as _ _ _ _ in harvest, so honour is

not seemly for a _ _ _ _.
4. Proverbs 31v21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her

household are clothed with _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
5. Isaiah 1v18 Come now, and let us _ _ _ _ _ _ together, saith the LORD:

though your _ _ _ _ be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.
6. Matt. 28v3 His countenance was like lightning, and his _ _ _ _ _ _ _

white as snow.
7. Revelation 1v14 His head and his hairs were white like _ _ _ _, as white as

snow; and his eyes were as a flame of _ _ _ _.

10

Name _________________________________________________ Age ____

Address ________________________________________________ Postcode ________

Name _________________________________________________ Age ____

Address ________________________________________________ Postcode _________

Creature Feature - BABY PENGUINS

David’s life as a hunted man Part 12 - David becomes king
Find these verses and fill in the missing words.

1. 1 Sam. 16v....

2. 2 Sam. 5v....
3. 2 Sam. 5v....
4. 2 Sam. 7v....

5. Luke 1v....

6. Rev. 5v....

7. Rev. 19v....

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ him in
the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon
_ _ _ _ _ from that day forward.
They anointed David king over _ _ _ _ _ _.
David was _ _ _ _ _ _ years old when he began to reign.
Thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy _ _ _ _ after
thee,…and I will establish his kingdom.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
_ _ _ _ _.
Behold, the Lion of the tribe of _ _ _ _, the Root of David,
hath prevailed to open the book.
And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written,
_ _ _ _ OF _ _ _ _ _, AND LORD OF LORDS.
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Bible Search - Replies to questions were received in October from:

Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx

Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx
Xxxx Xxxxx

PUZZLE ANSWERS:

11

Congratulations to the following who have
completed 12 months of Bible Search questions:

Xxxx Xxxxx, 13 of Xxxx. 4th time.
Xxxx Xxxxx, 10 of Xxxx. 1st time.

PRIZE-WINNERS

Page 3: Remember me, O LORD,
with the favour that thou bearest
unto thy people: O visit me with thy
salvation. Psalm 106v4.
Page 4: God is mine helper.
Page 7: Mini Quiz 1. an angel,
2. the soldiers & 3. The women.
Page 14:Down - 1. mourn,
2. Beatitudes, 3. poor, 5. Matthew,
6. paradox & 7. peacemaker.
Across - 4. righteousness, 5. meek,
8. persecute & 9. blessed.

Page 16: 15 penguins.
Page 17: Abigail, Doeg, Gad, Egyptian, Achish,
Michal, Keilahites, Jonathan, Samuel, Abishai,
600 men, Nabal, Ziphites, Abimelech &
Abiathar.
Page 19:
Word Search

Missing Words - reign, enemies & feet.
Back Page: 1B, 2D, 3F, 4C, 5E, 6G & 7A.

MIDIANSIAPEA
OEGYPTIANSDM
ASSYRIACMGOM
BECANAANTTMO
PHILISTINESN
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THE BEATITUDES - Matt. 5v3-11
The Wonderful Paradoxical List
The Lord Jesus Christ has given us this list of eight
characteristics of blessed people, they represent both the
graces and the duties of true Christians. They describe
what God has done within the Christian’s mind and
heart. They may seem “PARADOXICAL,” they may
seem contradictory but they are not!
“Beatitudes” is the name given for this part of Jesus’

Sermon on the Mount. It may seem like a long word, it comes from the Latin word
for blessed and blessed is a key word as you go through them.
Some important questions to think about whenever you read the Beatitudes:
What is meant by blessed? Is it just feeling happy?
What is meant by poor in spirit? Does this just mean not having much?
What is meant by mourn? Are these sad, distressed feelings?
How do you define meek? Does it just mean that you get bullied?
How do you define ‘hunger...for righteousness.’ Is this just wanting to be ‘good’?
What exactly is merciful? Is it just being kind?
What is pure in heart if we know no one is without sin?
Can you define peacemakers? It is not merely peace ‘keepers,’ is it?
We do know this - the Lord Jesus Christ came to earth to bless His people, that is
that we might be those who know His favour. The Beatitudes do two things:
1. They show us who are truly happy and what they are like.
2. They correct the world’s blind and foolish ideas of happiness. The world has
many notions of happiness which are misleading and wrong. They choose
delusions, they ‘court a shadow’ as Matthew Henry says in
his famous Commentary on the Bible. He has a lot of helpful
things to say so we
will use several
quotes from him. We
have shown them in
italics.
This list is ‘designed
to remove the
discouragements of
the weak and poor
who receive the
gospel.’

LISTS
IN
THE

BIBLE

No. 10

12
He (Jesus) went up into a mountain:...and he opened his
mouth, and taught them. (Matthew 5v1-2)
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13

The Beatitudes ‘invite souls to Christ, and to make way for his law into their
hearts.’ Let’s take a look through our ‘paradoxical’ list.

It is not about being poor, lacking what we need each day. Many are
poor but proud; complaining and blaming. So poor financially is not
what the Lord meant at all. ‘The Church of Rome, who vow poverty,
and yet engross the wealth of nations’ is a great example of this
wrong idea. To be ‘poor of spirit’ is a ‘gracious disposition of soul’
when we realise we are empty and need to be filled with Jesus Christ.
To be ‘contentedly poor;’ willing to accept God’s lot whether we
have plenty or not. This humble spirit, to be humble and lowly in our
own eyes is a very reliable mark of conversion. The world hates this
message, but Christians rejoice in it! ‘It is to come off all confidence
in our own righteousness and strength.’ To know that we are always
in need of grace and mercy.
They that mourn are actually happy. How? This is not worldly
sorrow - not a despairing sadness of spirit, nor grief about our
problems - but a ‘mourning, which may prove a friend to
blessedness.’ It comes from seeing and experiencing this life in a
fallen world so the true Christian mourns over the sin around us and
in us. Christians are blessed by mourning over their own sin.
Matthew Henry says, ‘the meek are those who quietly submit
themselves to God, to his word and to his rod, who follow his
directions, and comply with his designs, and are gentle towards all
men.’ The meek are those who can bear provocation without being
inflamed by it. The meek are happy even in this world. For by having
this meekness they are blessed by being like their Saviour.

Those who are born again truly want to bear the image of God and
to be like Christ, we cannot be satisfied with any other thing.
‘Give me these, or else I die; every thing else is...unsatisfying;
give me these, and I have enough, though I had nothing else.’ This
release from worldly ambitions is a great blessing.
Christians must not only bear their own sorrows and hardships
patiently but also be concerned about the troubles of other
Christians and show them mercy and pity. ‘It is an evidence of
love to God...to be any way instrumental for the benefit of others.’
We will love them for Jesus’ sake - in thankfulness to Him for
what He has done for us.
Christians show themselves by this purity to be under the power
and influence of the Holy Spirit. The true Christian longs for this
purity as Psalm 51 says ‘create in me a clean heart, O God.’
Continued on page 14

POOR

IN
SPIRIT

MOURN

MEEK

  HUNGER

AND THIRST

MERCIFUL

 PURE

IN HEART

v5

v4

v3

v6

v7

v8
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14 Puzzle answers on page 11.

Lists in the Bible Continued from page 13
A peacemaker is often a thankless task, ‘to be repairers of the
breaches’ such as when we fall out with our friends. We must
do all we can to reconcile men, especially Christians. To be
thick-skinned and avoid being offended ourselves; but instead
be easy to get along with - thinking of others first!

As Matthew Henry says, ‘this is the greatest paradox of all, and
peculiar to Christianity.’ This, like the rest of the Beatitudes is a
paradox or something that sounds opposite but really makes
sense. To be persecuted and despised for Christ’s sake, which
can be even more hurtful than physical suffering, is rewarded by
Him. No other religion teaches this. It is an opportunity for
glorifying Christ. Don’t forget it is not the Christian that the
world hates, no matter what excuse is given, it is really Christ.
Look up 1 Samuel 8v7, it is such a comfort!

Across
4. What we are to hunger and thirst after.
5. Not easily provoked; forbearing.
8. To punish unjustly, particularly for religious reasons.
9. Enjoying the favour of God.

PEACEMAKERS

PERSECUTED

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Down
1. To grieve or

sorrow over
something.

2. The name given
to our list.

3. The first
beatitude.

5. Author of first
Gospel of the
New Testament.

6. An idea
seemingly absurd,
yet true in fact.

7. One who
reconciles parties
which are in
conflict.

v9

v10 & 11
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Creature
 Feature

BABY PENGUIN, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!
 The chicks of the
Emperor Penguin are born
into the coldest home in
the world - on the ice of
Antarctica! The
temperature may fall to 50
degrees below freezing in
the snow and ice of long
winter nights.
 When you think about
that you will probably
have some questions, such as:
Q1. How do parent penguins stay alive?
A. The adults get plenty of food in the summer, and they get very fat. Their
bodies use this fat to keep them alive and warm for the many weeks when they
cannot get food. They also have dense layers of warm feathers which keep the
cold and wet out. In the very cold weather they huddle together to keep each other
warm.
Q2. How do they keep the eggs and babies warm?
A. In the breeding season, the parents grow a fold of skin under their tummies and
over their feet. This makes a warm cover almost like a pouch. The parent keeps
the egg or chick on its feet to protect it from the cold ice underfoot. It also helps it
to lean back on its tail, with its toes pointing up (see cover).
Q3. Does the parent have to stand still all the time?
A. No. It can shuffle around slowly, keeping the egg on its feet.
Q4. Which parent cares for the egg or baby?
A. Mother Emperor Penguins only lay one egg per season. The father then takes
charge of it, keeping it warm under his skin flap. Mother then walks back to the
sea and feasts on fish to get fattened up. Later she returns, by which time the egg
has hatched. So she then takes over the baby and feeds it while father goes off for
his turn to feast in the sea. As the chick grows, it needs more food, and when it is
big enough, both parents may be away at once. Groups of chicks are guarded by a
few ‘childminder’ adults. Emperors breed in colonies called ‘rookeries’ with
thousands of others.
Continued on page 16

Emperor Penguins usually walk on the
snow and ice, but if they want to go faster, they
flop down and “toboggan” on their tummies.
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Creature Feature Continued from page 15
Q5. What are the chicks fed on?
A. The fat in the parent’s body produces a kind of baby food in its crop
(stomach). They can bring this up and feed the chick with it. It contains all the
chick needs to grow and develop.
Q6. Why do they have babies in winter?
A. No other birds breed in the autumn and have chicks in winter. It is probably so
that the fully grown chicks are ready to go out into the world when spring comes,
and they have the best chance of surviving before winter comes again.
Q7. What enemies do they have?
A. If small chicks are not guarded by adults, they may be attacked by Skuas
(robber gulls). In the sea penguins may be caught by Leopard Seals and Killer
Whales.
Q8. Were penguins able to fly, long ago?
A. Many books and people say that penguins came from flying sea birds, but that
they gradually lost the power of flight and used their wings for swimming. There
is no proof that this happened at all, it is just a guess, and it does not make sense.
Many birds can swim and dive, and fly as well, so why shouldn’t penguins? God
designed them to be wonderful swimmers from the beginning.
Now try Set B Bible
Search on page 10
where we have some
verses that mention
snow.

 Remember: the Antarctic is in the far south of the world, so the seasons are
opposite to those in northern countries such as Britain. So when the north has
summer, the south has winter. In December, it is summer in Antarctica.

Emperors are fast swimmers,
going at 18 mph or more.

Sometimes they need enough
speed to shoot out of the water

onto the ice shelf.

16

How many
penguins can you
find in the TG?
Don’t forget the
cover!
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David’s life as a hunted man Continued from page 5

Puzzle answers on page 11.

COLOURING received during October, thank you to:
Abigail Bell, Maggie Bell, Darcy Esson, Martha Field, Susanna Gillies,

Lois Hare, Naomi Hope, Abigail Hopkins, Caleb Hopkins, Phebe Hopkins,
Finlay Jardine, George Jardine, Margaret Jardine, Sienna Ottaway, Jude Saunders
and Rosalie Steward who sent in Bible texts and pictures they have carefully
coloured. Please remember to include your name on any colouring you send in!

6 0 0

Write down the middle the words that David wrote in Psalm 54 that
are in the puzzle on page 4.
Then fit all the words in bold from
page 5 into the grid opposite. The
shaded squares are those who
caused David problems and trouble.
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There is one key character from the book of Esther who we have not yet been
introduced to. He makes his first appearance in chapter 3. King Ahasuerus promotes
Haman to be above all of the other officials and princes. This man is second in
command to the king, but who was he? He was ‘Haman the son of Hammedatha
the Agagite’ (ch 3 v 1). When you first come across this, you might be tempted to
think that it was just added for interest. After all, we know that the Jews enjoyed
family history and genealogies. Then we reach verse 10 and again read ‘Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite.’ When we find things repeated in the Bible, we
should stop and ask ourselves what we are meant to learn. Why does it matter that
he was the son of Hammedatha and an Agagite?
Let’s start with who the Agagites were. Agag is a name that we come across in
1 Samuel 15. He was the king of the Amalekites, an old enemy of Israel. King Saul
had been commanded to utterly destroy them, but he disobeyed. Samuel had to step
in and finish the task of executing King Agag. Were the Agagites descendants of
this king? Were there others that Saul failed to destroy? If that is the case, Haman’s
very existence was the result of Saul’s disobedience. Sin has longer-lasting
consequences than we imagine.
Haman isn’t the only person introduced with his father’s name and family. Mordecai
is also introduced as the son of Kish, a Benjamite. Given what we have said about
Haman’s ancestors, this now seems important. We know someone else who was
from the tribe of Benjamin - King Saul. Now don’t get carried away when you see
the name Kish. Remember that Mordecai lived in the time of the exile, hundreds of
years after Saul and his father, who was also called Kish. However, perhaps the
shared name is meant to get us thinking. Suddenly, we can see a connection between
Mordecai and King Saul, both from the tribe of Benjamin. Once again we have
God’s people (firstly represented by Saul, now by Mordecai) facing an enemy. Then,
the enemy was King Agag and the Amalekites. Now, the enemy is Haman.
Haman may have thought that his hatred was only aimed at Mordecai. He hated
Mordecai because he refused to bow to him. He refused to give him the kind of
worship that belongs only to God. Haman wanted to make Mordecai pay for this,
but it wasn’t enough to simply get rid of Mordecai.
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He wanted to have revenge on Mordecai’s people too. Verse 10 describes Haman
as the ‘Jews’ enemy.’ This is not just a personal attack. His aim was to utterly destroy
the entire Jewish people.
The Jews were an easy target. They didn’t quite fit in. They were exiles. They didn’t
follow the customs of Persia. They didn’t keep to the same laws. It doesn’t seem to
have been difficult to persuade the king to agree either. King Ahasuerus doesn’t
raise any objection when Haman casually suggests signing a decree that will
eliminate an entire people group. We shouldn’t miss the lesson here that hatred and
anger are not ‘small’ sins. They very easily lead to terrible acts. Remember how
this all began, it began because Haman was angry with Mordecai. It ended with a
decree ‘to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little
children and women’ (ch 3v13).
God’s people will always have enemies. The Christian will always be at war with
the world. The battle began at the fall, when God pronounced the curse. From that
point on, Satan would be seeking to destroy God’s people. We see it in Cain and
Abel, as the wicked brother murders the righteous. We see it in kings like Ahab who
wanted to kill God’s prophets. It continues on throughout history as nation after
nation attempts to wipe out God’s people. We still see it today. Christians around
the world face all kinds of trouble just for following God. In some countries, it is
illegal to be a Christian, and you can face imprisonment or even death.
Can you find the different nations that were enemies of God’s people throughout
the Old Testament? Look up the following passages to help:

Will this be the end for God’s people? Haman has set himself up not just as the
enemy of the Jews, but as the enemy of God Himself. That is a dangerous position
to be in. Although God’s name is absent from the book of Esther, we have to
remember that wherever God’s people are, God himself is present. God’s people
will never completely be destroyed. Even death itself will not be the end for them.
Christ defeated death when He died on the cross and then rose again. If you belong
to God, you are already on the winning side.
Fill in the missing words from 1 Corinthians 15v25:

For he must _ _ _ _ _, till he hath put all _ _ _ _ _ _ _ under
his _ _ _ _.

Puzzle answers on page 11.
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Exodus 3v9
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1.
Genesis
1v16

2.
Genesis
15v5

3.
Psalm
19v1

5.
Matthew

2v10

6.
2 Peter
1v19

7.
Revelation

22v16
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Match the quote
to the

Bible reference.

STARS IN THE BIBLE

I Jesus…the
bright and

morning
star.

He made the
stars also.

Though
thou set thy nest among

the stars, thence
will I bring
thee down.

Tell
the stars, if thou be

able to number
them, so shall

thy seed be.

When
they saw the star,
they rejoiced with

exceeding
great joy.

The heavens
declare the

glory of God.

The day star
(Jesus) arise in

your hearts.

4.
Obadiah

1v4
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